NEWGATE CALENDAR
JOHN PETER DRAMATTI
Executed at Tyburn, on 2 ist of July^ 1703, for the Murder
of his Wife) who said she was allied to the French
Royal Family
JOHN PETER DRAMATTI was the son of Protestant
parents, and was born at Saverdun, in the county of
Foix, and province of Languedoc, in France. He received
a religious education; but when he arrived at years of
maturity he left his own country and went into Germany,
where he served as a horse grenadier under the Elector of
Brandenburg, who was afterwards King of Prussia. When
he had been in this condition about a year he came over to
England and entered into the service of Lord Haversham,
and afterwards enlisted as a soldier in the regiment of
Colonel de la Meloniere. Having made two campaigns
in Flanders, the regiment was ordered into Ireland, where
it was dismissed from further service; in consequence of
which Dramatti obtained his discharge.
He now became acquainted with a widow, between fifty
and sixty years of age, who pretended that she had a great
fortune, and was allied to the Royal Family of France; and
he soon married her, not only on account of her supposed
wealth and rank, but also of her understanding English
and Irish, thinking it prudent to have a wife who could speak
the language of the country in which he proposed to spend
the remainder of his life. As soon as he discovered that his
wife had no fortune he went to London and offered his
services to Lord Haversham, and was again admitted as
one of his domestics. His wife, unhappy on account of
their separate residence, wished to live with him at Lord
Haversham's, which he would not consent to, saying that
his lordship did not know he was married.
The wife now began to evince the jealousy of her dis-
position, and frequent quarrels took place between them
because he was unable to be with her so frequently as she
desired,
166